“The Messenger”

In-Between: Advent with Isaiah”
December 21, 2025

Scripture: Isaiah 52: 7-10

1) Why do you think Isaiah emphasizes the feet of the messenger
rather than their words or appearance? What might this say
about obedience, movement, and going where God sends us?

2) Isaiah lists several elements of the message: Good News,
Peace, Salvation, God’s Kingdom. Which of these find most
compelling or most needed in our world today, and why?

3) What does it mean to live as if God truly reigns, especially
when circumstances feel chaotic or discouraging?

4)lsaiah speaks of the watchmen. The watchmen had various
functions including warning the community of impending
danger. What dangers does this contemporary church face?
When we speak the truth in love, are we sharing good news?
Why?

5) Jerusalem is described by Isaiah as lying in ruins. Where do
you see “ruins” in personal lives, communities, or even the
church today? How does God’s good news speak into those
places?

6) How does God’s comfort differ from the comfort the world
offers? Can you share a time when God’s comfort came in an
unexpected or surprising way?

7)1saiah says, “The Lord has bared his holy arm.” This image
suggests visible, unmistakable action. Where have you seen or
witnessed God’s power made evident in ways that left no doubt
in your mind that God was at work?



8) Isaiah expands the vision of God beyond Israel. What does this
passage teach us about God'’s heart for the nations and for
people who may seem far away from Christian faith?

9) If someone asked you to share your story of faith with them,
what would you say? Are you prepared to be a messenger of
the good news?

10) After reading and discussing this passage, what is one
concrete way God might be inviting you - your small group - or
the entire church - to go, announce, or embody the good news
this week?

11) Could we all invite someone to come to Christmas eve
services with us this coming week?



“The Feast”

In-Between: Advent with Isaiah
December 14, 2025

Scripture: Isaiah 25: 6-9

1) Isaiah describes God preparing “a feast of rich food for all
peoples.” What does this imagery reveal about God'’s heart
and His intentions for humanity?

2) Why do you think a banquet is a “fitting way” to describe the
Kingdom of God? Think of a New Testament passage where
Jesus spoke of the Kingdom of God?

3) How does this promise of abundance speak into seasons of
our lives when life feels more like famine than feast?

4)In verses 7-8, God promises to destroy the shroud and swallow
up death forever. How does this prophecy connect with Jesus’
resurrection and New Testament hope (I Corinthians 15:54-57;
Revelation 21:3-4)?

5) What fears about loss or death does this passage surface? Do
you fear death, or do you fear the uncertainty that death
brings?

6) How can the church embody hope for those living under grief,
despair, or fear today?

7) God promises to wipe away tears and remove disgrace from all
the earth. What kind of shame do people carry today that only
God can remove

8) How does this promise challenge the way we treat those who
are hurting or marginalized?

9) This passage emphasizes God’s salvation for all nations. How
does this influence the way we think about God’s mission, the
church’s mission, and our personal withess?



10) Even though the celebration is in the future, how can we as
Christ-followers live into it now?

11) What are some spiritual practices that you use to keep you
grounded in your relationship with Christ?



“The Branch”

In-Between: Advent with Isaiah
December 7, 2025

Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10

1) Read the Scripture aloud or have someone else read it to you.
What parts of the Scripture stand out the most to you?

2) What's the difference between a God who drops by for a visit
in a disguise and the God who became a human being in a
particular family?

3) The stump of Jesse is the family of King David, an image of a
great and flourishing hope cut back almost to death. Have you
ever had a time of great hope and flourishing and then sudden
loss? How did you find a reason (a new shoot) to hope and go
on?

4) The Holy Spirit of God is the one who brings life. Define the
blessings that are brought along by the Spirit and named by
|saiah: wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge. In
whom have you seen these blessings? Have you ever asked
God to bless you with the blessings you feel you lack?

5) Define “the fear of the Lord.” Can you give better words to the
idea, that avoid some of the negative connotations of “fear?”
Have you grown in understanding of the phrase, “fear of the
Lord” over time?

6) What is the difference between having “the fear of the Lord”
and “delight...in the fear of the Lord?” Have you ever
experienced that delight? How does the image of Jesus’ life
help you imagine this way of delight and fear of the Lord?

7)Jesus has a different kind of eye and ear by which to see and
hear and act. How do we grow our vision, so we can see God’s



righteousness, and act with God'’s favor? What do you notice
about the people whom God blesses (perhaps comparing the
Beatitudes of Matthew 5)?

8) Close your eyes to picture the menagerie of animals (lamb,
leopard, kid, lion, fatling, cow, bear, ox, asp, adder) and
humans (little child, nursing child, weaned child) living in
peace. Do you believe God can do this? How does it make you
feel to rest in the vision? What is the hardest part to imagine?
Give that difficulty to God.



November 30: (Advent 2025 Series) In-between: Advent with
Isaiah

The prophet Isaiah spoke to a people walking in darkness. Isaiah
prophesied during the rise of the Assyrian empire, a ruthless
superpower known for total destruction and domination of any
kingdom that rivaled it. Israel was collapsing because of idolatry
and injustice. They had drifted away from God. Into this context, the
prophet not only offers correction but comfort - not only judgment
but joy.

As Christ-followers, we live in-between the tension of the already of
Christ’s first coming and the not-yet of his second coming. How can
we receive God’s correction while embracing the joy of preparing
our hearts and lives for his second advent?

Advent week #1: The Mountain
Scripture: Isaiah 2: 1-5

1. Can you recall a time when you felt hope in the midst of a
“dark” season?

2. What does “walking in the light of the Lord” mean to you
personally?

3. Can you recall a time when you felt hope in the midst of a
“dark” season?

4. What is the significance of the “mountain of the Lord” in
|saiah’s vision?

5. How do the nations respond to God’s mountain in verses 2-37?
Why do you think this is emphasized?

6. What does it mean that swords will be beaten into plowshares?
Is this meant to be symbolic or literal?



7. Isaiah calls God’s people to walk in the light now. What might

that look like in your daily life?

8. Are there areas in your life where fear, anxiety, or conflict make
it difficult to walk in God’s light? How can you begin to change
that?

9. What role can our church (and small group) play in “walking in

the light” collectively?
10. How does living in the light of the Lord give hope for the

future, even when the present seems dark?



