
​November 9: The Benefit of Doubt​
​Why Would God Love Me?​
​Scripture: 1 John 4:7-21​

​1)​​“Why Would God Love Me?”: what’s your answer right now?​
​2)​​What barriers are there for people to believe that God loves​

​them? If you’re willing to go deeper, what barriers do you​
​experience or have you experienced, and where did they come​
​from?​

​3)​​Name as many different uses as a you can for the way we use​
​and hear others use the word “love.”​

​4)​​What is different between the loves you just named and God’s​
​love in Jesus?​

​5)​​What has helped along the way for you to believe more deeply​
​that God loves you? (Others will benefit from your life!)​

​6)​​How does trusting that you are God’s beloved help you love​
​others? Be practical and specific.​

​7)​​Imagine a friend telling you that they cannot believe God loves​
​them. What would you tell them?​

​8)​​Imagine someone sharing with you their doubts about God,​
​because God seems to love people who do evil. What would​
​you tell them?​



​November 2: The Benefit of Doubt​
​Why Believe the Bible if Science Contradicts It?​
​Scripture: Psalm 19: 1-10​

​1)​​Is the study of science something that fascinates you? When​
​did you first develop a love for science?​

​2)​​How does the discipline of science reveal or point to a creator?​
​3)​​Is science complementary or contradictory of Christian faith?​
​4)​​The psalmist says, “The heavens proclaim the glory of God.​

​The skies display his craftsmanship.” (Psalm 19:1). How does​
​creation inform the scientific worldview? How does the​
​scientific worldview inform creation?​

​5)​​Young creationists  view the world as approximately 3,000​
​years old. Yet, scientific evidence reveals that the world is​
​millions of years old. How do you reconcile that incongruity in​
​your mind?​

​6)​​Is it possible that the six days of creation are not literal 24 hour​
​blocks of time like we envision? Does it challenge your faith to​
​think differently?​

​7)​​The Bible says that God created the world in six days and then​
​rested on the seventh day (Genesis 1:31). Is it possible that​
​God is still creating? How is God involved in the ongoing work​
​of creation?​

​8)​​How might you share your faith with someone who doesn’t​
​believe in God because they feel there are discrepancies​
​between science and scripture?​



​October 26: The Benefit of Doubt​
​Why Would God Send People to Hell?​
​Scripture: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43​

​1)​​What is your earliest memory of the concept of Hell? Do you​
​remember how it made you feel internally? What did it make​
​you think of God?​

​2)​​How would you define Hell today?​
​3)​​Where did your definition of Hell come from? Did it come from​

​Biblical sources or other ones?​
​4)​​Has your understanding of Hell changed over time? How?​

​Why?​
​5)​​What sense do you make of Scriptures which speak of God’s​

​judgment of sin, evil, and evildoers (like Matthew 13) alongside​
​Scriptures which speak of God’s love and hopes for all (like Jn​
​3:17 or Tim. 2:3-4)?​

​6)​​How do we learn to leave judgment to God? What keeps us​
​from leaving judgment to God?​

​7)​​How do our beliefs about Hell affect our love of God and​
​neighbor?​

​8)​​What does Jesus have to do with our questions about Hell and​
​other hard things?​



​October 19: The Benefit of Doubt​
​Why does God feel so far away?​
​Scriptures: I Kings 19: 1-18​

​1)​​Have you ever experienced a time when God felt distant or​
​silent in your life? How did you respond?​

​2)​​Why do you think it is common to feel God’s absence even​
​when we are attempting to follow him faithfully?​

​3)​​In chapter 19, verses 3-4, Elijah expresses despair and asks​
​God to take his life. Why do you think a prophet who had seen​
​God’s power feel such isolation?​

​4)​​How does God’s response in verses 5-8 (sending an angel​
​with food and rest) demonstrate his care for Elijah?​

​5)​​In verses 9-10, Elijah speaks of feeling alone in his mission.​
​Why do you think he felt that way? Can we relate somewhat to​
​his feelings?​

​6)​​Verses 11-12 describe wind, earthquake, and fire - powerful,​
​dramatic events - yet God is not in them; instead he comes in a​
​“gentle whisper.” What does this tell us about God?​

​7)​​What does God’s method of revealing Himself teach us about​
​recognizing His presence in our own lives when He seems so​
​far away?​

​8)​​How can we cultivate awareness of God’s “gentle whisper” in​
​our daily lives - those quiet, subtle ways He may be present?​

​9)​​What practical steps can we take when we feel spiritually​
​exhausted or distant from God?​

​10)​ ​How does knowing that God sometimes works quietly, rather​
​than dramatically, help us to trust Him during seasons of​
​apparent silence?​



​October 12: The Benefit of Doubt​
​Why Believe in Jesus When His Followers Are Such​
​Hypocrites?​
​Scriptures:  Matthew 23:1-7, 13-15, 23-33​

​1)​​What does it mean to be a hypocrite? Define the word in your​
​own words.​

​2)​​What was the first time that you remember encountering​
​hypocrisy? How young/old were you? What was your reaction​
​to it?​

​3)​​What does Jesus say is at stake when God’s people practice​
​hypocrisy? Why is this so important to Jesus?​

​4)​​What might Jesus’ response have to offer to people who see​
​hypocrisy among professed Christians? Might they share more​
​in common with Jesus than they think?​

​5)​​When you see Jesus correcting or rebuking people in the​
​Scriptures, do you tend to identify more with Jesus or more​
​with those being corrected? Why?​

​6)​​Are there times when it is okay to project the image of who you​
​aspire to be rather than some of your sins or shortcomings?​

​7)​​What might be heavy burdens which we place on others​
​without helping? (v. 4)​

​8)​​What would it take for the Church to regain a reputation for​
​“justice and mercy and faith?”​

​9)​​Do you know someone who has left the Church after being​
​hurt? How have you stayed connected to them? Is there an​
​action you might take today to extend the love of God to them,​
​whether or not they come to a building called “church” anytime​
​soon?​



​October 5: The Benefit of Doubt​
​Why would God provide only one way?​
​Scriptures:  John 14:1-6; Acts 4:12​

​1)​​Have you ever attempted to take a shortcut that actually made​
​things harder? Is discovering your own path to God a shortcut?​

​2)​​Why do you think people resist the Biblical principle that there’s​
​only one way to God?​

​3)​​Read (John 14:1-6). What does Jesus mean when he says that​
​he is the Way, the Truth, and the Life? Is that an exclusive or​
​an inclusive statement? (Explain)​

​4)​​If the medical community discovered a cure for cancer and​
​didn’t share it with the larger society would that be exclusive or​
​inclusive? If we don’t share Jesus as the only way to God, then​
​isn’t that being exclusive? Conversely, if we offer him as the​
​only way to God, isn’t that really being inclusive?​
​(Agree/Disagree)​

​5)​​What about other religions that don’t promote Jesus as the​
​only way to God? Are they wrong? How does God view them?​

​6)​​How can Christians relate to other religions (such as Judaism,​
​Mormonism, Hinduism, Buddhism, other Near Eastern​
​Religions, etc.,)? Is it possible to be civil, respectful, and​
​humble while sharing objectively that Christ died and then rose​
​again from the dead?​

​7)​​Read (Acts 4:12), Why do you think Peter emphasized  that​
​salvation is in no other name? How might this have sounded to​
​his largely Jewish audience?​

​8)​​How does understanding Jesus as the only way to God affect​
​the way you approach your faith daily? Affect the way you pray​
​to God?​



​9)​​Where in your life are you tempted to rely on “shortcuts”​
​instead of following Jesus fully?​

​10)​ ​Who might you pray for and share Jesus with this coming​
​week?​



​September 28: The Benefit of Doubt​
​Why doesn’t God answer my prayers?​
​Scriptures: Psalm 88; Psalm 13:1-3; 2 Corinthians 12:7b-10​

​1)​​Several weeks into looking at our reasons for doubt, where​
​does the question of God’s response to our prayers rank for​
​you as a major cause of doubt?​

​2)​​Have you ever known someone who named God’s failure to​
​respond to a particular prayer as something causing doubt for​
​them? How did you respond when they shared?​

​3)​​Have you seen or experienced how a broken relationship with​
​God or other people has impaired your prayer life? Give an​
​example. What happened to your prayer life as you sought​
​forgiveness and healing in those places?​

​4)​​What’s an example of a prayer from a wrong motive in your​
​life? It could be a prayer you always knew was not coming​
​from a place of faith or love. It might be something that you​
​only realized was from a wrong motive in retrospect.​

​5)​​What do you make of Scripture’s differing witnesses to the​
​place of our faith in whether God answers our prayers?​
​(Sometimes God responds to faithful prayers with rescue.​
​Sometimes God responds to unfaithful prayers by not doing as​
​asked. Sometimes God responds faithfully to unfaithful​
​people.)​

​6)​​What is your understanding of the role faith plays in your​
​prayer life? (Before answering, you might need to define​
​“faith.”)​

​7)​​Are there any prayers that you have prayed that you are​
​thankful God did not answer?​



​8)​​Have you ever had an unanswered prayer that didn’t fit in any​
​of the categories or explanations from Sunday’s sermons or​
​the drama? How did that make you feel? How did you respond​
​to that kind of unanswered prayer?​

​9)​​Where, when, and from whom did you learn what makes a​
​faithful prayer? Are there particular things you cannot say to​
​God?​

​10)​ ​What if you shared those thoughts and feelings to God​
​anyway? Take the time to write down your lament (like Psalm​
​88 or Psalm 13). If you have someone with whom you can​
​share it, do so. In any case, offer that prayer to God.​



​September 21: The Benefit of Doubt​
​Why should I believe God is good?​
​Scriptures: Psalm 73: 13-14, 23-26​

​1)​ ​We often say, “God is good all the time; and, all the time God​
​is good.” Does this always resonate with your life experience?​

​2)​​In recent days we have witnessed an assassination and school​
​shooting. Some people say, “If God is good (all powerful and​
​all-knowing), he could have prevented these tragedies and​
​others from happening. What is your answer? Is there an​
​adequate answer?​

​3)​​The Psalmist (Asaph), was a temple musician and wrote​
​several Psalms. He was a leader and prophetic voice through​
​his music; yet, he experienced pain and suffering (vv.13-14).​
​Do you find his honesty with God refreshing? Is it ok to express​
​our frustration that life seems unjust and unfair to God?​

​4)​​How do you think unprocessed doubts or unbroken frustrations​
​can affect a believer’s faith?​

​5)​​Later in Psalm 73, Asaph rediscovers God’s presence​
​(vv.23-24). What difference does it make to you that he says,​
​“Yet I am always with you; you hold my right hand.”​

​6)​​How have you personally experienced God’s presence in times​
​of trial and suffering?​

​7)​​Asaph says, “My heart and my flesh may fail but God is the​
​strength of my heart.” (vv. 25-26) What does this teach us​
​about where true strength comes from?​

​8)​​What do you think it means that God is our “portion forever”?​
​How is that different from temporary blessings?​



​9)​​Where do you most identify with Asaph right now - in his​
​struggle in verses 13-14, or in his confidence in God found in​
​verses 23-26? Why?​

​10)​ ​When we see and experience evil and suffering, we often​
​experience the goodness of God expressed through Christian​
​and humanitarian responses . Does seeing this reinforce your​
​belief in the goodness of God? Why?​



​September 14: The Benefit of Doubt​
​Is There Life After Deconstruction?​
​Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 3:9-15; John 6: 60-69; Matthew 7:​
​24-27​

​1)​​How has last week’s message that Jesus is present to us in​
​and sometimes even through our doubts continued to sit with​
​you this week?​

​2)​​Is there a particular doubt that you have brought to God and​
​would be willing to share with others?​

​3)​​Have you heard of “deconstruction” as a Christian term before​
​this Sunday? If so, what meaning did it have for you?​

​4)​​Pastor Nick defined deconstruction as, “The processes​
​Christians may undergo after their life experience fractures​
​their structures of belief or understanding.” That’s a lot of​
​words. How might you define it in your own words or give an​
​example?​

​5)​​Thinking not just about spiritual things but life in general, when​
​was a time when something happened in your life that made​
​you reassess the assumptions and beliefs you had started​
​with?​

​6)​​Now extending to your life in Jesus, are you able to share a​
​time in which life brought you a difficulty in which you came to​
​the end of your own spiritual resources?​

​7)​​Have you known anyone for whom undergoing deconstruction​
​seemed to change their beliefs or even behaviors in​
​destructive ways, rather than ways leading to greater life in​
​Christ?​

​8)​​Have you ever experienced a time in which the loss of your​
​previous understanding led to greater life on the other side?​



​9)​​What are some resources that help you to trust that the one​
​foundation of Christ will be there, even if everything else​
​seems to be failing?​



​September - early November Series -The Benefit of Doubt​
​Are there really any benefits to doubt? We believe there are.​
​Utilizing Craig Groeschel’s book, “The Benefit of Doubt”, over the​
​course of the next ten weeks we will ask hard questions and wrestle​
​with uncertainties which we believe can lead to a more resilient,​
​honest, and mature faith. God isn’t deterred by our doubts - we​
​need not be either!​
​Theme #1: Is doubt a dead end?​
​Scripture: Luke 24: 35-48​

​1)​​How do you view doubt? Do you see it as a negative or a​
​positive?​

​2)​​What emotions are stirred up inside of you when you think​
​about exploring your doubts on faith?​

​3)​​All of us deal with our doubts a little differently. Some keep it to​
​themselves; others are more eager to share. How did the​
​disciples deal with their doubts about Jesus? (Luke 24: 35).​

​4)​​Have you ever been hurt by someone who either discredited​
​you or shamed you for your doubts?​

​5)​​How can we encourage each other to feel safe in sharing our​
​doubts?​

​6)​​How did Jesus approach the disciples in their doubting? (Luke​
​24: 36-40). Did he encourage them through their doubts?​

​7)​​Some Christians even choose to walk away from their faith​
​because of their doubts remaining unaddressed. How can we​
​support those who often do not feel heard or understood?​

​8)​​Can doubt and faith coexist?​
​9)​​How can we move forward even though our doubts haven’t​

​been fully resolved? Can we live into our purpose even though​
​we might have lingering doubts? (Luke 24: 47-49).​


